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Edwin Hubble


In Missouri on November 29, 1889 Edwin Powell Hubble was born. When Edwin was ten years of age his family moved to Chicago. He attended high school there. Edwin was not only interest in science but also sports. He set the Illinois state jump record. When he moved on to college he continued to play sports. Edwin’s high school principal once said, “Edwin Hubble, I have watched you for four years and I have never seen you study for ten minutes.” Then he offered him a scholarship. Hubble decided to get his undergraduate in math and astronomy in 1910.

 He had always been fascinated with astronomy and used to read books about it when he was a child. Edwin got a scholarship to Oxford University where he decided to study law. In 1913 Edwin returned to the United States, got his bar license, and started a practice in Kentucky. After little while being a lawyer Hubble realized he wasn’t happy and wanted to go back to his passion for astronomy even though he had promised his father he would go and stay into law. In 1913 Hubble also got a job at a high school teaching Spanish, physics, math, and coaching basketball.


He began to study at the Yerkes Observatory. He later got a doctorate in astronomy from the University of Chicago. He was offered a job at Mount Wilson but had to turn it down to serve in the world’s first world war. He serve in France and returned home in 1919. When he returned he got a job at Mount Wilson Observatory. He helped determine the existence of galaxies such as the Milky Way.

  In 1923 Edwin Hubble used the largest telescope in the world- which at the time was 100 inch Hooker telescope- to look at the Andromeda Nebula. Hubble did however, have a scientist rival he was up against. His name was Harlow Shapley.  Harlow had attempted  to measure the size of the Milky Way and our galaxy. It took Edwin a long time on the large telescope before he could prove that Shapley was wrong. In 1924 Hubble announced the finding of Cepheid and Andromeda. He determined how much light a star gave off and how bright it seemed to be he estimated the distance. Hubble used Stanley’s method to measure the distance of the new Cepheid.


Hubble did many things throughout his life; One being he made a galaxy classification system by the galaxies he observed. He put them into groups by content, shape, distance, and brightness. Hubble also noticed a redshift between galaxies and how they were moving at a constant speed to their distance. In 1929 Edwin announced he believed all galaxies were moving away from us. He then formed Hubble’s Law. Hubble’s law can help find the age and size of the Universe. The law is observational proof that the Universe was expanding. He second-guessed himself and never published the idea. In 1931 Einstein visited Hubble to thank him for bringing out the idea. In 1942 another war put a break in Hubble’s work. When Edwin Hubble returned back home from world war he made one more contribution to astronomy. Edwin helped the design and construction of the Hale 200 inch telescope on Palomar mountain. Hubble was once again honored to be the first to use another telescope.


Throughout Hubble’s life he tried to win the Nobel Price. He never won it. Hubble passed away in 1953. In 1990 a telescope was made and named after Hubble. He would have probably been very happy to know a telescope that has helped with discoveries. 
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